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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, April 7, 2014 
 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, April 7, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, 
at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. Beck, Council 
Members Megan Moylan, Rick Vilcek, Camille Greenwald, Michael Jones, Connie 
Williams, Matt Casey, Ed Notter (7:40 p.m.), and Rob Jacknewitz.  Also present were 
Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING  

 

Petition #2014-06 

Boys Hope Girls Hope St. Louis Project 

 
Mayor Beck called a Public Hearing to hear public comment on Site Plan Review, 
Preliminary and Final Development Plan for Boys Hope Girls Hope project at north 
side of Elinor Avenue.  All Council members were present with exception of Ed 
Notter who arrived at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Mr. Reary stated the developer, Boys Hope Girls Hope St. Louis was seeking 
approval of their project as presented and approved at the Plan and Zoning 
Commission on March 20, 2014.  Mr. Reary stated they would be constructing two 
dwellings, for young girls and for young boys and each home would have up to 10 
children, and 3 to 4 staff members.  Mr. Reary reported the children are chosen by 
application, and those selected have demonstrated academic ability and potential; but 
whose life circumstances threaten their future. The proposed site is located on the 
north side of Elinor Ave., located between the new Banneker Ave. extension and our 
planned Public Works building.  Mr. Reary stated the homes will be across the street 
from the new Menard’s store.   
 
Mr. Vilcek asked if any residents were in opposition to the project at the Plan and 
Zoning meeting. 
 
Mr. Reary stated there were residents present to view the plans and hear details of the 
project with one who spoke against the project. 
 
Brian Hipp, Executive Director of Boys Hope Girls Hope (BHGH) introduced 
himself and stated he was happy about locating the project in Richmond Heights. 
 
At approximately 7:40 p.m., Mayor Beck asked if there were any further questions 
and hearing none, declared the Public Hearing closed. 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Mayor Beck opened the Regular Meeting at 7:41 p.m. with all Council Members 
present. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Mr. Jones thanked the Forestry Department for their planning of Arbor Day activities 
April 4, noting the tree planting had taken place at The Heights on the east side of the 
main parking lot. 
 
Mr. Jones encouraged people to join in the Trivia Night for benefit of the Special 
Olympics hosted by the Police Department on Friday, April 11 at The Heights. 
 
Mr. Jones stated the District 2 meeting would be held on Saturday, April 12 at 10 a.m. 
at The Heights. 
 
Mr. Jones stated the City’s annual Easter Egg hunt will be Saturday, April 12 at 10 
am. at the A. B. Green field and another Egg Hunt at St. Luke’s Ball Field at 10:30 
a.m. sponsored by St. Luke’s parish. 
 
Mr. Jones stated May 7 will be the date of the Mid-County Veterans Memorial Golf 
Tournament at Forest Park Golf Course, Call Pat Croghan at 645-4000 for 
information. 
 
Mr. Jones stated paver bricks would be placed at the Vets Memorial soon and in place 
by Memorial Day.  Mr. Jones encouraged taking the opportunity to buy a paver for a 
loved one. 
 
Mr. Jones announced the Richmond Heights Garden Club will hold its annual Plant 
Sale on Saturday, April 26 at the VFW Post -9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

 
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 
Tim Gallagher-7200 Clayton Road-stated he was surprised to see that Bill No. 5390 
raises the compensation rate for the Mayor and Council Members, doubling their 
current salary.   Mr. Gallagher stated he does not feel that increasing the rate of 
compensation will be an attraction for residents to run for elected office and is a 
justification for raising the payments to the Council. Mr. Gallagher stated he realizes 
that this increase does not take place for two years and will not affect most of the 
current seated members. 
 
Mr. Gallagher stated he feels that reducing the size of council from 8 members to 6 
members with bigger districts would encourage candidates who live outside their 
“neighborhood” area to run for election and induce more competition and still fairly 
represent their constituents.  Mr. Gallagher stated this reduction would give a savings 
to the residents.  Mr. Gallagher stated he felt a lot of people did not run for office 
because of the parochial nature of our current districts, people don’t run against others 
outside their little group. 
 
Mr. Gallahger asked that the Council consider putting it on a ballot as a Charter 
Amendment to reduce the size of the Council from 8 to 6. 
 
Mayor Beck stated Bill 5390 was not necessarily presented to encourage more 
candidates, but to compensate those elected for the hours they actually put in as a 
Council Member or Mayor.  Mayor Beck stated the current compensation is low in 
comparison to the hours the elected officials put in.  Mayor Beck stated the 
compensation has not been changed for 10 years; the City budgets in other areas for 
Council travel, conferences, etc. as a whole and that is rarely used completely, so 
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there would be no increase really to the residents.  Mayor Beck stated consideration 
for the Bill has not been taken lightly. 
 
Mayor Beck stated that the Council has previously discussed the resizing of the 
Council and has no problem personally if it were to be presented to the vote of 
residents.  Mayor Beck stated that conversations then had brought forth both pros and 
cons; mostly he heard that retaining the four districts was preferred. 
 
Mr. Gallagher stated he really has no issue with the pay increase per se, but Mr. 
Gallagher noted the census has shown the City has had a loss in population of 
approximately 25% from when the Charter was established with no reduction in 
Council members vs. the eight elected at the time of going to a Charter form of 
government. 
 
Ms. Greenwald asked if electing a Council “at large” would mean a total amendment 
to the Charter. 
 
Mayor Beck stated yes; any changes of that nature would have to be a vote of the 
people. 
 
Mr. Gallagher stated other municipalities such as Kirkwood, Webster Groves and 
Olivette have at-large elections.  Mr. Gallagher stated that other cities nearby also 
have fewer council members; Clayton, Ladue, Maplewood, for example. 
 
Mr. Jones stated he has heard these discussions before on reducing the size of the 
Council but wanted to note that proposed new developments coming to the City 
would be bringing in large numbers of extra residents, possibly making it hard for 
elected officials to respond to constituents’ needs if the council was reduced. 
 
Mr. Notter stated the “double” the salary analogy is not really comparable as the 
compensation rate has not changed in 10 years. 
 
Mr. Vilcek noted that when the charter was approved in 1988, from the former 
Commission form of government as Council members were then in charge of 
departments, it reduced the compensation rates.   
 
Mr. Gallagher again asked if the voters could decide if there should be a reduction in 
the size of the Council. 
 
Ms. Greenwald stated the Council would have to approve any consideration for a 
ballot issue and asked when that would have to be accomplished. 
 
Mr. Heinz stated 10 weeks before the November election in order to have an issue 
placed on the ballot. 
 
JoAnn Bailey-1513 Banneker-stated she still had concerns about a fence that was 
removed by the Wagner project behind their home and asked if the Mayor had spoken 
with the developer about putting a fence up instead and what was the decision by the 
developer. 
 
Mayor Beck stated he had talked with the City Manager who confirmed that Mr. 
Wagner was going to put up a gate to limit access and QuikTrip would also be putting 
up a fence on their end so it will be closed off with gate accessibility to maintain the 
landscaping.  Mayor Beck stated with that information, he did not feel he could 
mandate any other thing with the developer as far as a fence was concerned and did 
not follow further. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated the gate will allow access for the landscapers only. 
 
Diane Saleska-7441 Wise-thanked the Council for the informational meeting with 
the Wise Avenue residents and progress made on saving the trees.  Ms. Saleska asked 
that these modifications to the project be shown on the plans rather than field 
modifications.  Ms. Saleska read from notes that stated she still feels there was a 
broken trust between Wise Avenue residents and the City and notes a number of 
issues she calls deceptions and what issues she feels were not addressed as this 
project moves forward.  Ms. Saleska asked questions regarding the notarization 
process and spoke of her continued concerns on a 5’ sidewalk which is planned. Ms. 
Saleska stated she wondered if there were future projects in the works where residents 
of Wise Avenue would be victims of eminent domain as Hadley residents were. 
 
Mr. Jones stated eminent domain had not been used in the Hadley area. 
 
Ms. Saleska presented the council with a tree picture at 7412 Wise. 
 
Sarah Dashner-7151 Wise-thanked the Council and city management for saving 
trees along Wise Avenue and asked that the City continue to make necessary changes 
to save green space and maintain the suburban nature of Wise Avenue.  Ms. Dashner 
stated she did not think previous meetings had presented full plans and was unsure 
that the neighborhood approved of the project.  Ms. Dashner stated she has concerns 
about losing tree lawn space due to sidewalk plans.  Ms. Dashner stated she knows 
the City of St. Louis 4’ Wise Avenue sidewalks will not line up with the 5’ Richmond 
Heights’ Wise Avenue sidewalks.  Ms. Dashner stated she did not want to see Federal 
money spent unwisely. 
 
Lucy Underwood-1505 Banneker Avenue-spoke about her concerns with a fence 
removal due to the Wagner retail center.  Ms. Underwood stated she thought since a 
fence on the former church property had been removed by the new owner of the 
property, it was his obligation to put up a new fence its place.  Ms. Underwood stated 
she has had drainage problems from QuikTrip with water, rocks and debris from the 
project during the last rainstorm.   
 
Ms. Hamilton stated there is a retaining wall going to be built in the area behind her 
property.  Ms. Hamilton stated the developer had agreed to let residents have a say in 
type of trees planted in the landscape area behind their property. 
 
Ms. Underwood stated she did not have an interest at all in having any trees planted 
in the landscape area, she stated she did not want any trees back there, just wanted it 
closed off with a fence on her property and recommended the developer put up a 
fence instead of spending money on trees.  
 
Mayor Beck stated he would look into the drainage issue with Staff to allow the 
developer to maintain the area properly. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for approval of the minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of March 18, 2014.  Carried unanimously. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Conditional Use Permit-#2014-05 
Parker’s Table-7118 Oakland Avenue 
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Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council wished to call up for review, C.U.P. 2014-05, for 
Parker’s Table at 7118 Oakland Avenue.  Ms. Hamilton stated the specialty wine 
shop is planning to operate a bake shop on the premises.  Ms. Hamilton stated the 
Plan and Zoning Commission approved their Petition on March 17, 2014 with 
conditions.   
 
Council stated they did not wish to call up Petition and approved it as submitted. 
 

REJIS Agency Management Control Agreement 
   

Ms. Hamilton stated the agreement between the Police Department and REJIS defines 
our relationship with REJIS with regards to the handling of our Criminal Justice 
Information that is utilized by the Police Department.  This MCA with REJIS simply 
ensures that any work involving the processing, transmission, storage or sharing of 
CJI performed by REJIS on behalf of the Richmond Heights Police Department shall 
remain under the strict management control of our agency. 
 
Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to direct the Mayor to execute an 
agreement with REJIS MCA.  Carried unanimously. 
 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 

None. 
 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 
 

Bill NO. 5390; Second reading 

Changes compensation of Mayor and City Council 

Members for performance of their duties as elected officials  

of the City of Richmond Heights, MO. 

 
Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Casey seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill No. 
5390.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5390 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE CHANGING THE COMPENSATION OF THE MAYOR AND 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS FOR PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES AND 
OBLIGATIONS AS DULY ELECTED OFFICIALS OF THE CITY OF 
RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5390.  AYES:  Mr. Jacknewitz, 
Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Jones, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey, Ms. 
Williams and Mayor Beck.  NAYS:  None. 
 
Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5390, approved. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5391; first reading 

Designates a certain area in the City of Richmond Heights as 
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 a “blighted area” pursuant to Cha. 353-MO State Statutes  

and Cha. 425 of City Municipal Code for redevelopment  

of that certain area, approves Development Agreement. 

 
Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 
5391.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5391 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND IN THE CITY OF 
RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI AS A “BLIGHTED AREA” PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 353, REVISED STATUTES OF MISSOURI, AS AMENDED AND CHAPTER 
425 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI; 
APPROVING THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN SUBMITTED FOR THE 
REDEVELOPMENT OF THAT “BLIGHTED AREA”; APPROVING A DEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AUTHORIZING CERTAIN ACTIONS 
IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND CONTAINING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 
 
Bill No. 5391 was held over to the next meeting. 
 
Bill No. 5392; first reading 

Approves Site Plan Review, Preliminary and Final 

Development Plan for Boys Hope Girls Hope St. Louis 

Project at North side of Elinor Avenue. 

 
Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 5392. 
Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5392 was presented and read. 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A SITE PLAN REVIEW, AND A 
PRELIMINARY AND FINAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN TO ALLOW THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF TWO RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS FOR BOYS HOPE 
GIRLS HOPE YOUTH RESIDENCES AT 8019 AND 8031 ELINOR AVENUE. 
 
Bill No. 5392 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 
Mary Petersen-7453 Wise-spoke of her concerns regarding the Wise Avenue street 
project; noted the improvements would mean more concrete pavement, not eco-
friendly, concerned for water run-off with wider street, additional tree concerns.  Ms. 
Petersen stated she feels residents were not involved enough.  Ms. Petersen stated she 
thought these major plans look to her as you have plans for commercialization of the 
neighborhood with blight. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the City is listening and saving the trees and noted the project is 
best for the neighborhood and the entire City.  Mayor Beck stated the City is spending 
another $20,000 at least to make sure trees are protected.  Mayor Beck they are not 
trying to commercialize the neighborhood and feels there is a large population that 
would want the street repaired.  Mayor Beck stated our Aging In Place Steering 
Committee made recommendations regarding 5’ sidewalks and the sewer project 
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which is tandem to the project will help handle water run-off issues.  Fixing streets 
and sidewalks is part of the City’s infrastructure planned projects city-wide.   
 
Mr. Notter stated the City did look into the residents’ concerns and made changes but 
noted you can’t make 100% changes to the project plan.  Mr. Notter asked why would 
we spend funds in the thousands of dollars to fix the street and then turn around and 
declare it blighted? 
 
Ms. Petersen stated she wants a 4’ sidewalk and was reluctant to sign the easement 
agreement. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the easement is designed to allow the engineering to work 
properly with the project and could be engineered around you.  You are not being 
forced to sign it. 
 
Bill Quick-7457 Wise-addressed the concerns he has for the Wise Avenue project.  
Mr. Quick stated he is still collecting signatures on a petition that asks for certain plan 
changes.  Mr. Quick stated he wants green space saved on both sides of street, and the 
width to remain the same as grant request.  Mr. Quick stated this was a waste of 
Federal tax dollars to add this additional concrete area.  Mr. Quick stated he still has 
concerns about the sidewalk width and would like to see more mature trees planted 
when planting is done. 
 
Mayor Beck the City is addressing some of the concerns such as the tree issues.  
Mayor Beck stated the City is also working on the sidewalk confirmation on the City 
side of Wise at the 7100 block of Wise, having the plans redrawn so that they will tie 
in with the City of St. Louis’ 4’ sidewalks. 
 
Mr. Quick would like to see the City website show information about the Wise 
Avenue project as the Dale Avenue Streetscape project has information that helps to 
understand the project and its progress.  Mr. Quick stated he felt the residents were 
not able to give their input on the project. 
 
At approximately 8:50 p.m., with no further business to come before the meeting, Mr. 
Jones moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 
 
       ________________________ 
       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 
       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
________________________ 


